OF THE CELEBRATED 
Lady Viſcounteſs WILBRIHAMMON, 


alias Mollineux, alias Irving, 


| Counteſs of Normandy, and Baroneſs Wilmington, 


The greateſl IMPOSTRESS of the preſent Age. | 
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HAVE. by different publications, endeavoured to caution 
the public againſt Impoſtors, and in ſome inſtances (as far as 
thoſe publications have extended) with ſucceſs; though, con- 


trary to my expectation, I have not met with thoſe returns I did. 
expect ſrom public gratitude, in the ſale thereof, and which have 
been principally owing to the mean artifice of pretended friends. 
I have once more ventured on the publication of the Adventures 
ol as great and ſucceſsful an Impoſtreſs as I ever met with; indeed 
ſuperior to every one, conſidering her as acting alone, and with- 
out aſſiſtants, — ſuch as ſhe by her own ee Procured and 


: deceived. 


1 have ſent this into the World at as 1 a price as ſuch a 


: publication can be expected At, that by a general circulation its 


uſes may be more extenſive and ſalutary. The account of the 


place of her birth, or who were her parents, I have never yet 
heard for a certainty: Then matter as it came to me I have given 


che public; and am, 


Their faithful 
humble Servant, 


J. H. ArbrauAN. 
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The two following LETTERS introduced me to the knowledge of our 
Adventureſs, and do honour to the noble Perſonages they came from; are ex- 
 preſſrue of humanity, at the ſame time have regard to the injury ſociety 
* uffers by all impoſtors, and 9 that attention real merit — 


SIR, 
: OUR known diligence and activity as a Magiſtrate, makes me 
Ihope you will readily undertake to unravel a very improbable 
ſtory, told by a young woman, who lodges at the Roſe and 
Crown: in Coventry, and who has been in a poſt-chaiſe to Lady 
Leigh's, Lord Craven, &c. and to-day came here. If ſhe is an 
impoſtor, it will be an act of juſtice to the public to detect her; if (fass 
ſhe appears to be) ſhe is diſordered in her ſenſes, it will be an act 
of charity to get friends to take care of her. Should you think pro- 
per to put her into ſafe hands till you can hear from thoſe who (ſhe 
ſays) know her, I will defray whatever expences you ſhall think rea- 
ſonable for her board, &c. The incloſed is the copy of a letter ſhe. 


ſhewed here, Which has a 1 8 it, and therefore ſeems 
genuine. 


Q) am, Sir, 


ba, | Your humble Servant. . 
Neunham. June 16, 1766. . . N. D. 


* 8. 1 hope you will take care that ſhe is well uſed, till it is prov- 
ed that ſhe does not delerve it. 


To Mr. Alderman Hewitt, . 


Newnham, 16th June, 1756. 
0 RD Denbig b compliments to Mr. Alderman Hewitt; wiſhes 
= he would give himſelf the trouble to flep to the Roſe and Crown, 
athd examine a young woman, who calls herſelf Miſs Wilberham, and 
a woman of faſhion and fortune. My Lord thinks her eiher mad or 
an impoſtor; if the former, ſhe ought to be taken care of, and notice 
a 5 ts (Wont 
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ſent to | her friends where mei is; if the latter, ſhe deſeryes to be pu- 
niſhed” Lord Denbigh thinks no one ſo proper to find out this my- 
ſtery as Mr. Alderman Hewitt, who, if he thinks her a proper object, 
will give her the incloſed Guinea; but if not deſires he will give it to 


Dr. Harrold, who will return it to his Lordſhip. Lord 8 ** 


be 8127 of an anſwer to this, when convenient.” 


— 


Upon receipt of the Wesling letters, I immediately reiaiped to the 


Role and Crown Inn, and ſtaid in waiting, agreeable to the requeſt 
of the Lord and Lady, until the return of the Lady Viſcountels, _ 
upon alighting from her chaiſe, immediately retired to her bed-cham- 


ber; upon being informed thereof by the landlord, I deſired my com- 


pliments, that I was below, and had a meſlage to deliver her from 
a Lady. Upon her coming into the parlour, I deſired her to be ſeated, 
and then informed her I had a preſent to make her; but in the firſt 


place expected that ſhe would permit me to aſk her 40 queſtions, 


which J muſt requeſt direct anſwers to, with reſpect to her parents and 
the place of her birth; to which ſhe reply d, that her name was Wil- 
brihammon, and her father lived at Corby-Caſtle, near Carliſle, in 
the county of Cumberland; that her father was a Roman Catholick, 
and her mother, who was lately dead, was a Proteſtant; the occaſion of 
her leaving her father, after the death of her mother he attempted 
to compel her to change her religion and become a Catholick, to a- 
void which ſhe had made her eſcape from the houſe of her father, about 
ſix weeks before that period, and had been on a viſit to Mr. Strick- 


land's, at Sizer-Hall, Lord Mollineux's, and Lord Derby's, and was 


on her way to the Duke of Leeds on a viſit likewiſe, being very inti- 
mate in the family; ſaid, that her father and mother viſited and were 

viſited by all the principal families in Carliſle and Cumberland; that 
ſhe had been lately married to a Honourable Mr. Irving, but did not 
then know where the Gentleman was at that time. I then requeſted 

| her to name the principal families in her father's neighbourhood ſhe . 
had any knowledge of; ſhe mentioned a perſon that lived at Brough- | 


upon-Stainmore; I told her, that was a very diſtant place from Corby- 
Caſtle or Carliſle, and therefore deſired her to name a perſon reſident 


in the city of Carliſle, or the neighbourhood of Corby ; ; ſhe then ap- 


Pearing 


. 


pearing confuſed, I aſked if ſhe had written evidences of RW ſhe pre- 


tended to be, upon which ſhe drew out a pocket-book filled with pa- 
pers; I deſired the would permit me to look at any one of them that 


were not improper to be expoſed; ſhe then aſſumed the counte- 


nance of a hypocritical Methodiſt, and ſaid, ſhe truſted in her dear 


Lord Jehovah, and was not afraid what man could do unto her, and 
with a reluctant attitude held forth a letter, which I took; upon the 
opening of which a looſe paper dropt out, a certificate of marriage 
at Franckam or Farnham, in the county of Surry.* Having a tho- 
rough knowledge of the principal people in her pretended neighbour- 
hood of her father, I aſked her if ſhe knew ſeveral principal families I 


then named, but ſhe appeared totally ignorant of any one; I obſerved 
that ſhe had produced a contradiction as to her being a wife of Mr. 


Irving; that I well knew that Mr. Warwick and not Wilbrihammon, 
lived at Corby-Caſtle; that another letter ſhe produced was a further 


proof of detection, being a letter from the vagrant- -carrier's wife of 


Coventry, at whoſe houſe ſhe lodged;+ and that in a few words I be- 
lieved her to be an arrant impoſtreſs, and that I ſhould commit her 


as ſuch. Being interrupted by the landlord's coming very abruptly 
into the room and deſiring to ſpeak with me without, in compliance 
with his requeſt I attended him; he believing her to be the real 


perſon of quality ſhe ſtiled herſelf, being within hearing when I men- 
tioned my determination to commit her, he came in with an amazing 


look of fear and apprehenſion : I was ſurprized to find inſtead of in- 
telligence to be received, it was to be exhorted to take care of my 


proceedings, for ſhe was certainly a woman of great family and for- 
tune; I thanked him and returned to her examination; another cer- 
todo of marriage dropt from the letter-caſe, of her being married 


at Whitechapel. Being fully ſatisfied that I had no Viſcounteſs, no 


” Lady Wilbrihammon, no Miſs Mollineux, nor the Honourable Mrs. 
e Irving, 


N ” - Frentham, Dec. 18. 1764. 
* Thomas Boxall, Br. and Sank-Chadloith-Lowiiearn Willbrowſon, Spr. both of the ben of 


Frenſham, and in tbe county of Surry, were married by the publication of banns, in the pariſh church of 
Frenſham, aforeſaid, on the ſeventeenth day of December, in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven 


hundred and Gxty-four, as appeareth by the regilier of the ſaid pariſh, of which this is a true copy, by 


RICHARD BRIDGER, Miniſter, | 


T See the letter No. 4, n. inſerted. 
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Irving, beſore me, I did not think ceremony any longer neceſſary 
' with a common vagrant or baſe impoſtreſs; I ſeized her letter-caſe, up- 


-(W} 


on which was wrote in gilt letters Richard Frith, Eſq; of Crowton-Hall, 
Cheſhire I aſked who that Gentleman was? ſhe anſwered, her faith- 
ful ſteward, and with her hypocritical face, began in the ſtile of your 


.pretenders to ſanctity, called upon heaven and all the holy angels to 


. & *4 


protect her. I deſired to know if ſhe had any friends ſhe could ſend to 
for a character; ſhe immediately mentioned the late Lord Strange, 
George-Lewis Scott, Eſq; and as a particular friend, and who ſhe 

was ſure would give her a character, George Jackſon, Eſq; of the 


 Navy-Office, and gave me a direction to that Gentleman. I then in 
a few words informed her, I was going for London that night, ſhould 


make out her mittimus, and leave her in cuſtody, not commit her, 


provided the landlord, who ſeemed to have a high opinion of her, 


would be ſecurity, (until I wrote from town) for her being forth- com- 


ing, who was all the while intreating in her behalf. In compliance 
with the noble lady's requeſt, to ſhew her all that tenderneſs and hu- 
manity, until I had made a farther inquiry, I left her in cuſtody and 
care of a conſtable at the inn, upon aſlurances given by the landlord; 
whom, agreeable to the noble Lady's letter, 1 prompted her expences 


ſhould be mou. 


As the curious reader may be 8 of having a deſcription of 


her Ladyſhip, as ſhe appeared on her examination before 1 
will oblige them with it: e 


. She was of a low e pale or Glow C Aa little 


deformed, a ſpeck or kell over one eye, had on a nankeen riding- 
habit, white hat, blue teather and cockade, with gold taſlels, ſaid 
the was about 20 years of age.” 


Among other papers, che following letter was found; by which f 


it appears ſhe was making an attempt upon the Honourable writer, 


to deceive and impoſe upon him, but it doth not e the 
ſucceeded. 


| MADAM, 


MADAM, EINE Ion 29th Nov. 7765 


MMI. Lantom 00 pid ſent me e your letter incloſed, 
"* * * *. ee 


[This middle part is torn out.] 
can be of any uſe in reconciling you to your friends, 1 will with 


pleaſure do all in my power, as I Pity your diſireſs, 


And am, Madam, 
Vour moſt obedient Servant, 


(Sign'd) CHARLES DORMER. 
Direct 8 
To the Hon. Charles Dormer, 
at Idſworth, by Midhurſt bag, 
Suſlex. 
| 5 To 9 | 
The Hon. Miſs Wilbriham, i 
to be left with Mr. Barker, 
At Lord Strange's, 
. Groſvenor-Square. 


—— 


— . 


Upon r my return from 1 1 found the following letter, 
which i is an | account of what happened after my leaving onetime 


SIR, 5 N 5 Newnham, 18th June, 1766. 


* morning I ſent for Mrs. Bott, the perſon whom Lady 
= Wilberham, alias Wilberhamman, ſaid ſhe was ſo well known 
to; but on examining her, I ſoon found every particular exactly 
_ contrary to what ſhe told you; Mrs. Bott having no other know- 

ledge of her Ladyſhip, than on Chriſtmas-day laſt ſhe came to a 
public-houſe juſt by her, the ſign of the Nag's-Head, in a very ſhab- 
by camblet riding habit, and faid that ſhe had come from town in a 


machine, and was on her way to Lord Derbys, who was her uncle, | 


* 
nr 
— 


( 


and to Lord Eftrange's, who was her couſin. But ſhe (Mrs. Bott) 
had doubts of her being an impoſtor then, notwithſtanding ſhe kept 
wi in her houſe for about two or three days, and put a little mo- 
1ey into her pocket when ſhe departed; and now on her return to 
Sent) has attempted to renew her acquaintance with the laid 
Mrs. Bott. 
Don't be ſurprized when 1 tell you that ſhe i is gone off. The land- 
lord at the Roſe. and Crown ſuffered her to go away in his poſt- 
chaiſe about half paſt 10 o'clock yeſterday morning: She prevailed 
upon him by a promiſe chat ſhe would ſend him his demands back 
by the poll- boy, who was to take her through Warwick to Banbury. 
My Lord is very much diſſatisfied with the landlord on this affair, 
and my Lady much diſappointed. 
I cannot help thinking it ſtrange in him to ſufſer her to paſs off 
in this manner, as it's no act of humanity; becauſe if ſhe is actually 
an object of care, and ſomewhat diſordered in her mind, you _ 
have found that out moſt certainly; if ſhe proves on the contrary, it 
muſt be wrong in him to give her an opportunity to eſcape 88 
However, I do ſuppoſe you will think her recoverable ſtill. Her 
Ladyſhip wiſhes to be ſatisfied about her; therefore my Lord Hat- 
ters himſelf he ſhall hear from you to-morrow. 1 


'T am; Sir, 

Your moſt obedient, 
humble Servant, ES 
(signed) 5 R. . 


Ws She vended'm many imprecations againſt you for Slang 

her pocket-book, and attempting to examine her Ladyſhip. My 
Lord thinks the landlord ſhould be taken notice of: She was three 
pounds eleven ſhillings and fix pence in his debt when ſhe left Co- 

ventry, he ſays, which money ſhe A on to ſend by the boy when 
he returned home. | 


To 
Mr. Ald. Hewitt, : = 5 
Coventry. ö 


THE FOLLOWING 


' EXTRAORDINARY ACCOUNT 
gx: 
This Grand Adventureſs's Impoſitions 
N 


A a Family in the Pariſh of Great-Budworth, in the 
Hau of Cheſter, 


| Is taken principally from PAPERS found upon her. 


MEMOIRS 
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Lady WILBRIHAMMON, &c. 


at the inn known by the ſign of the Cock, at Great Budworth in 
Cheſhire, very ſhabby dreſſed; after reſting herſelf, and obtaining 
an account of the families in that neighbourhood, ſhe went to the 
| houſe of a wheel-wright, near to the inn, and aſter relating a moſt 
ſorrowful ſtory of being a daughter of a nobleman near London, 
that her father wanted to compel her to marry a nobleman contrary 
to her inclination, that her mother was dead, and having an inde- 
pendent fortune which ſhe ſhould poſſeſs upon her coming to age in 
the May following, had made her eſcape, reſolving to be abſent un- 


. the month of 3 1766, ſhe gel from a ſtage coach, 


til that time; if Mr. Deane (the name of the wheel-wright) would 


conceal her in his houſe, and let her board with his family, ſhe 
would give him a very conſiderable fum, ſufficient to live upon with- 
out trade the remainder of the life of himſelf and wiſe; ; ſhewed him 
ſeveral letters from noblemen and perfons of the firſt rank, particu- 
larly a letter from the Honourable Charles Dormer, of Grove Park, 
with a direction upon it for her Ladyſhip at Lord Eſtrange's, Grovei- 
nor- ſquare; and intended to marry ſome other young nobleman as 
ſoon as ſhe was at age, for whom ſhe had the greateſt affefion. 

The family of the Deanes heard the wonderful relation” with all 
attention; but wanting faith, they gave her an abſolute refuſal. 
Her Ladyſhip took her leave, and went to the houſe of a miller, 
about one mile farther in that pariſh, where, being late when ſhe 
arrived, ſhe continued all night, and did the miller and his wife the 


honour to lie with them in the ſame bed; to whom {he related the 
e . A: 3 hardſhips 
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bardſhips; ſhe had undergone for the ſake of her religion; putting 
on; the moſt enthuſiaſtical and ſaintiſh countenance, entertained 
them with miraculous ſtories; finding their circumſtances not likely 
to ſerve her purpoſe, ſhe next morning took leave, promiſing to call 
upon them w hen ſhe got polleihon of her large eſtate, make a conſi- 


derable preſent, ind. likewiſe ſettle on them an annuity for their 
lives. 


From the miller ſhe proceeded to the houſe of Richard Frith, at 
a place called Seven-Oaks, in the ſaid Pariſh of Great Budworth; 
a freeholder, and a man of ſome property of his own, upon which 
he and his family lived decently. She related to him her misfor- 


tunes on account of her being a Proteſtant, calling herſelf by the 
name of the Viſcounteſs Wilbrihammon, &c. as ſhe gave in her 
examination to me; with the addition of having 40,0001. in the 
bank, three large halls belonging to her, ſeveral manors and eſtates, 


all which ſhe ſhould take poſſeſſion of in the following month of. 
May. Mr. Frith, believing the whole to be true, ſends her to his 


ſon Richard, at 'Crowton, about four miles diſtant from his own 


houſe, and recommends her to be boarded and taken care of. Filled 


with the expectations of the great rewards to ariſe therefrom, (her La- 
dyſhip having promiſed to make the whole family gentlefolks, provided 
they kept her concealed, and every thing ſhe had ſaid a profound 


ſecret, until her birth-day) here ſhe lived a retired life, was furniſhed 


with money to cloath her, and was ſpeedily equipped in a genteel 
manner, a neat riding habit, hat, blue feather, cockade, gold band 
and taſſel, the ſame ſhe appeared i in at Coventry, as mentioned in 
the introduction; the beſt of wines procured for her, with a genteel 
table. She continues a conſiderable time in ſecurity, diverting her- 
| ſelf and the family with muſic, ſinging, &c. The letters, Kc. * 
that paſſed during that period, are in the Methodiſt flile; from 
thele letters, the family were of that ſect; honeſt, well-meaning, in- 
nocent people, who unfortunately were taken-in by this dillembling 
impoſtreſs. 5 1 1 


In 


* See the letters No. 5, 6, and 7. 
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In the month of February, ſhe prevails on young Frith to take 


* into the county of Weſtmoreland, under pretence of viewing her 
_ eſtates in that county. Upon their arrival at Kendal, ſhe diſmiſſed 
him, under a pretence of ſecreſy, and appointed him to meet her 
upon a certain day. It appears ſhe had been ſome time before at 
Brough, where ſhe had deceived by falſe pretences the lamily of an 
attorney in that town; but becoming ſuſpected by the people in the 
neighbourhood, had left the place: She impoſed on her hoſpitable 


friend, (who confided in this baſe deceiver) by pretending to have in- 
tereſt with Lord Albemarle to procure his ſon-in-law a heutenancy 
in the army.“ At the time fixed upon, Frith meets her at Kendal, 
and with great joy takes her back to his family: Soon after he bath 
a daughter born, to whom ſhe ſta nds godmother, and the child is 
baptized by the name of Sarah-Charlotte-Wilbraham-Irving Frith.+ 
She had aſſured poor Frith ſhe was engag'd to a Honourable Mr. Irving, 
and to whom ſhe was to be married: T he whole tamily placed ſuch. 


a firm and implicit faith in her ſtory, that they ſerved her at her 
meals upon their knees. She pretended to ſo nice and delicate an 
education, they waſhed her hands, face, &c. believed every ſtrange 


account ſhe related, looked upon her as an angel ſent from hea aven 


under divine inſpiration, to promote and raiſe "their family to the 


| higheſt honour and greatneſs: On young Frith ſhe conferred the 
honour of ſteward of her eſtates, with an appointment of two hun- 
dred per annum: & In ſhort, ſhe commanded the Whole family in 
the ſtile of a princeſs. Having continued at Crowton until the firſt 
of May, preparations are made for her journey to London, and 


young Frith her ſteward preſents her Ladyſhip, being her birth- 


day, with a letter of congratulation, and a poctical epiſtle, on the 5 


_ occalion:% In a few days after, they ſet out for London, to take poſ 


ſeſlion of 3 eſtates, and the large ſums ſhe pretended to have e in the 


lunds, and to put young Frith in poſleſſion of his ew ardſhip. 


I found no journal of their proceedings upon the road; but a . 
Jarge bill of e at a principal inn they took un their lodgings | 


at, a 


bt __ the letters. 1 1, 2. 3 3. 
+ See Letters, No. 6, and EN: | 
9 See Letter No, 6, 1 dee Letter, Ne. No g. 
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at, where they continued the 10th, 1th and 12th of May, when 
my Lady Viſcounteſs gave her ſteward the ſlip, and left him to pay 
the reckoning, after a fruitleſs ſearch after his ſweet ſoul, divine and 
moſt heavenly fair lady, who left him pennyleſs, as ſhe had left his 
family at home. Having ſent down his horſe to Crowton, he was 
obliged to trip it back on foot, a journey of near 200 miles, there 
to.relate his folly and diſappointment to his credulous family and 
kriends. 

Thus ended the Comedy of Errors this family and neighbourhood 
had been drawn into, by a woman who appeared to me hardly N 
of acting one line in the whole farce. 


$000000000000004000 00000000000 


Here follow the Sen of the ſeveral Letters which | 
were found upon her. 


LETTER. No. . 


8 V 5 Dublin, zth February, 1966; 
A M favoured with yours of the 19th of laſt month, and have 
communicated the contents to your fon and daughter, who ſeem 
ſenſible of the many and great favours you have from time to time 
conferred upon them, and I mult do them the juſtice to fay, they are as 


uniform and regular in their conduct as you yourſelf can deſire; nor 


would they have troubled you for a remittance, had not the deamefs of 
the place, and the ſickneſs of the family (in which they loft a fine 


0 boy) rendered it abſolutely neceſſary. I have ſo great an opinion 


of the ceconomy of your worthy daughter, that the would not on 
any account have troubled you on this occaſion, had it not been for 
the diſtreſſes of her family, which have multiplied their expences on 
that account. They afſure me that twenty pounds will not only pay 
all their debts, but be ſufficient to pay the expence of the next march, 
which I expect will come on in April. As to 8 the licute- 
nancy 


nancy for your ſon-in-law, you are the beſt judge as to the expedien- 
cy of that matter: This advantage would accrue from it, that if at 
any time he ſhould be inclinable to go out on halt-pay, he would get 
3001. difference, which would be an advantage to his children. But 
in the whole, I think the more you can ſecure for Mrs. Milbourne 
and her children, the better; life being ſo very precarious, that 
prudence would direct any one not to riſk too much on a ſingle hie. 
Mr. Milbourne informs me that his aflignees are John Hether- 
ington of Brampton, John Ewert of the ſame, and Robert Relton of 
Neubican- Hall. If you think it neceſſary for your ſon-in-law: to 
come over at the next general election to vote for Sir James Low ther, 
he ſhall have my leave: Perhaps it might get him a lieutenancy. 
which would be better than buying one. 
I have nothing further to add, but that I am, 
Sit; 

es ETFs Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
TE ey 8 e BARLOW, 
Mr. Robert Hudſon, 

Attorney at Law, 
At Brough-under-Stainmore, 

In Wellmoreland, _ 
| England. 


Fo 35 No. | 1 
Honoured Lady, Et Sth F ebruary, 1 166. 


. tes . 


Your much eſteemed favour of the 7th Inſt. we did not receive 
until the 17th. However it was matter of the Freatoſt conſolation 55 


to myſelf and family to hear from you. 
I cannot expreſs with what pleaſure we read your letter over, 


eſpecially that part of it where you: ſo generouſly comply with 


what we moſt ardently deſire; that is, that you will bleſs us with 


your good company and heavenly converſation. 


I note the contents of your letter, and every thing that is men- 


tioned tliercin mall be punctually performed to che bell of my power. 
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If it pleaſe Cod to give me life, I intend to be at the houſe where 
we lodged at Kendal, next Monday night without fail. 

If you would chuſe to have me to meet you at any place nearer 
to Kendal, pleaſe to leave me directions at Kendal where you would 
have me to meet you, and I will bring a horſe for you to whatever 
place you chuſe: But if I do not find directions at Kendal to come 
further, I ſhall wait there for you till you come to me. | 

I can aſſure you, honoured Lady, that there is not one perſon 
here that knows any more who you are, than they did before you 
left this place. The letter that was incloſed to me, have put care- 
fully into the poſt-office. My father and mother, Chriſtian and aunt 
Glover, my dear wife and ſiſter-in-law, all deſire me to mention them 
in the kindeſt manner poſſible to you; and be confident that if I can 
Herve you in any thing, neither day or night ſhall be wanting. 

I ſhall fetch you, pleaſe God, with ten times as much pleaſure as 
I. took you away, and as ſoon as I can get a fight of you, if either 
| money, Or any thing elſe that lies in my power to furniſh you with, 
is wanted, it ſhall be at your immediate command. | 

1 ſhall be extremely glad if it pleaſe God that I may find you 1. 
Kendal, &c. next Monday night in perfect health; and believe dear 
and honoured Lady, it is my conſtant prayer, that I may have it in L 
my power to prove myſelf, honoured Lady. : 

Your moſt faithful, 
moſt humble, | 
and moſt obedient Servant, 
RICHARD: FRI-F-H: 

1 hope you will excuſe my writing, as I wrote it in the cabin as I 
was going down in a flat to Liverpool, and was in great haſte.to get 
it ready for the poſt, and am for want of a better obliged to write 
with as bad a pen as I would wiſh to handle. 

To the Right Honourable = 
Viſcounteſs Lady W. 

Jo be left at Mr. Robert UHudſor's, 
Attorney at Law, in 8 
Weltmoreland. N 
: inn Gale and ſpeed. No. 


"ES cn” ee 1 4 . 


ET 3 
1 
Dear Honoured Lady. Crowton, 18th e 1766. 
W ITH what pleaſure did we receive the letter from your dear 
hands, and glad to hear that you got ſake ts your journeys 
end; and be aſſured dear Lady there is nothing in this world as we 
in our poor way can do to oblige you, as ſhall be wanting in us; 
and am rejoiced to think of enjoying your dear and agreeable com- 
pany ſo long with us: It was no ſmall grief to me to part when we 
when we did: I believe we have let no day paſs without having 
ſome diſcourſe concerning you My ſiſter came home laſt Tueſday, 
and found me very well, in which ſlate I remain, with my little fa- 
mily, bleſled be God for it; and hopes in the Lord that theſe few 


lines of mine will find you in the ſame. Dear Lady, the thoughts 


of you being here makes me think very little of what I have to ſuller. 
and begs you will not delay no longer than you can help, ſor I ſhall 
be very uneaſy till you come. My liſter ſends her compliments to 
you. Dear lady, excule the freedom I take, and believe me to be 

your ever humble ſervant at t all commands, till death. 

-— Fe” þ s ELIZ. FRITH. 
The Right Honourable Viktountels Lady W. 

_ To be left at Mr. Robert Hudſon's, 
| Attorney at t Law, in Brough, 


„ e rend 
With care and ſpeed. | 


. 


Honoured Lady. ___ Crowton-Hall, 1 ith April, 1766. 
A heaven's peculiar favour do combine 
To bleſs his ſervants with a friend divine; 
Let us with joyful hearts his goodneſs praiſe, 
And thankful tribute pay him all our days: 
The heavenly grace your Ladyſhip imparts, | 
I hope is deeply rooted in our hearts. 
God by your favours deigns to interpoſe, 
And lift our ſouls above our impious foes, 
Henceforth therefore may th' Almighty Pow rs 
Bleſſings on you beſtow in never-cealing ſhowers; _ Oh; 


The Right Hah Viſcountels | 


(. V4 


Oh! may you happy be, and always bleſt! 
Of evry grace, of ev'ry wiſh polleſs'd! 
May plenty diſſipate your worldly cares, 
And fmiling peace blels your revolving years, 
And may your honour'd father loving, tender prove; 
And friends unnumber d join t exprels their love. 
This, honourd Lady, is the fervent prayer 
-- your well- wiſher, and your friend ſincere. 
# 7» 3h 3s RTO HARD FRITH, Eſq; 
The Right Honourable Viſcounteſs Lady 
W ilbrihamman, at Crouſtone-Hall, 
Cheſhire. | 


w . 


"Mi. 4. 
Dear Lady, Coventry, March . 1766. 
E received your letter with a great deal of pleaſure, being 
glad to hear that your Ladyſhip is got better, but very ſorry: 


to 80 chat you have been ſo ill, but hope theſe lines will find you; 
in perſect good health, as we are all at this inſtant, bleſs God for it. 
we have have longed to hear from your Ladyſhip before, to hear of 
your health, likewiſe to know how. you got down, and hope that 
once more if your Ladyſhip ſhould come this way if you thought pro- 


per to have the happineſs of your ſweet company being ſo good and 


5 dolightſul to us, and are both moſt highly obliged to your Ladyſhip 


concerning my ſon what you mentioned in your letter and leave it 


wholly to your goodneſs to do as you ſhall think moſt proper, to con- 


clude with humble duty's to Pu and David gives his compliments 


to you, from 


Your humble Servants, I 
JAMES and: l BOTT. 5 


P. 8. we beg che favour of a line or two the firſt opportunity, 
To 


LEY Willbrihamman. mn 
I Shall 


48 „„ | 
shall conclude this adventure at Great Budworth, by a an extract 
from a letter. 
she carried her ſcheme (ſays the writer) to ſuch a pitch as was 

ſcarcely ever recorded; the half of which is impoſlible to relate. 
They dreſſed and waſhed her, and did every other individual thing 
for her, ſhe pretending ſhe could not waſh her own face, nor dreſs her- 
felf. She received letters almoſt every poſt, and pretended they came 
from great families; all theſe things were carried on with the great- 
eſt cunning, for certainly no perſons were ever ſo impoſed upon as 
the Friths, with this notorious Impoſtreſs; for they believed all ſhe 
faid, and ſaid ſhe had no fault, but being too rich; and whatever 
the commanded was i immediately done, even to kneeling before her. 


The following i is a Specimen of her Scholarſhip. 


by the Honrdour of Ld. W. | May 2 5th anno Dommine 1766. 


John and Penncheatlpe Hill of Stratsead Browher whou as had the 
Miſssourten & in Tread Dus her by Reelleat to me that the Som os 
one 100 pound wolld Seat him clear to have the Seme Brow Hows 
AGean as Stratfourd----I have Promiaſt by my Woord to Healp tham 

un the Seame ACeations un the tweanty sisth Day os May in amo 
Do mine one thouſhand Seven Hounddriead & Sixty Six By noing os 

them to Be in Good Creaddiote In the Sead Stratsourd | near Lon- 

don Kc. Kc. Kc. 5 


The EXPLANATION. 


By the order of Lady W. May 2 5th, Anno Domini 1766. 


JOHN and Penelope Hill, of Stratford, brewer, who hath had " 
2 misfortune, and in trade, does hereby relate to me that the ſum _ 
of one hundred pounds would ſet him clear to have the ſame brew- 
| houſe again of Stratford. I have promiſed by my word to help them on 
:.-the ſame occaſions on the 23th day of May, Anno Domini one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and ſixty-ſix, by knowing of them to be in good 


credit. in the laid Stratford. near London, cc. Kc. &c. 
Lady WiLBRIHAMMON: 


„CCC... 


— — 1 0 


— — —— 
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Honoured Lady, e March 24, 1766, 
YouRs of the 24th I received, which gave me much pleaſure to 
* think you dear Lady beſtow love on one that is not worthy of it; 
but how thankful ought we to be to our good God who hath brought 


ſuch mighty things to pals, and hath promiſed never to leave nor 


forlake thoſe that firmly rely on him, which the Lord grant we all 


may. Dear Lady, happy do we think ourſelves to enjoy your bleſſed 


and good company, and editying converſation, which may fave the 
fouls "of many; and how happy ſhall we think ourlelyes when we 
are fixed near ſo good and true a chriſtian. Happy will that 


dear and good Mr. Irving be above all mankind when bleſſed with 


ſuch a bride, as no doubt but you will be as happy with that wor— 
thy gentleman as your Ladyſhip could wiſh : The Lord grant it may 
not be long before you have a happy ſight of each other, which is 


my ſincere wiſh, and ever will offer up my prayers to my good God 
for you both, whom the Lord hath ſent to be our friends and bene- 


factors, and to raiſe us up above our enemies, who have been ready to 


devour us. Deareſt and beſt of Ladies, excuſe my freedom that I 


have taken with you, and believe it comes from a poor but ſincere 
and true heart, that could do any thing that lies in my power to 
ſerve you, by night or day, and think myſelf. happy to ſerve ſo 


worthy a Lady; others have had a very great loſs of ſo good a chri- 


lian, but their loſs has been for our gain, both in this world and 
another, which I hope we ſhall ever acknowledge to our good 


God and your worthy Ladyſhip for all things we enjoy, Dear 


Lady accept my humble thanks for the honour youre p. leaſed to 


confer upon my ſiſter, that of being your Ladyſhip's houſckeeper, — 


which I hope will be her ſtudy to diſcharge as ſhe ongnt, and ſtrive 
te ſerve God, and then it would give me much plea! ure. as L with 


| lier well-doing as well as my own. Dear Lady, I have nothing 
more to add, but my prayers to God for your and Mr, [vt ing 8 good 5 


health. So reſis your humble fervant till death, at ali commu ds, 
1 N 58 EI. IZ. FRITH, 
To the Right Honourable Viſcounteſs 
g Lady Wilbrihamman, En A 1 
At Crowton, No. 


Honoured Lady, Crowton, 26 March, 1766. 
FE O W ſhall I . my gratitude? How ſhall I mention my 
+ my thankfulnels for the bleſſings you are pleaſed to ** upon 
me and my family? | 

The honour you now do me, of reſiding a ſmall ſeaſon- at my 
houſe, gives me more pleaſure than you can comprehend; and it is 
matter of the greateſt conſolation to me that you are pleaſed to 
make choice of me, and eſteem me worthy to be entruſted with your 
affairs; and ſerving you as a ſteward, which I hope I ſhall be able 
to do (with the help of God) to your Ladyſhip's entire ſatisfaction. 
I hope alſo that my beſt endeavours to ſerve you will always be 
pleaſing and agreeable to that honoured, that happy periom,” whom 
you eſteem worthy of yourſelf. 

The honour which you intend to do me, in landing godmother, 
and Eſqr. Irving godfather for my little babe which yet is unborn, 
theſe honours, with thoſe you intend to confer upon the young 
child, fill my heart with gratitude 1 in ſuch a manner as I am not 
able to expreſs. ts, 
I can ſee plainly that it is God's good ee to raiſer us by your 

| favours, and to deliver us out of the hands of our enemies. 
I hope theſe lines will find your Ladyſhip in good 3 and 


that you and Eſqr. Irving may ſpeedily enjoy what you moſt ardently 


wiſh for; which that you may, is the hearty deſire of him who 
bleſleth his God that he hath the honour to be, 
Your Ladyſhip's 
moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble Servant, 


RICHARD FRITH, 
„5 

The Right Honourable Viſcounteſs 
| Lady Wilbrihamman, at 


= Crowton, 


Chelhire. 
No, 


. DS 


— — 
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OY | No. 7. 
Honoured Madam, 2 1 April 15, 1766; 
1 Was not a little ſurprized and rejoiced to have the favour of a line 
from under your hand, eſpecially from a Lady ſo highly favoured 
of the Almighty. Madam, when I read the contents of your loy- 
ing letter, my Jokes was filled with gratitude and thanks, to think 
of the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jeſus 


Chriſt, to meditate on the love of a divine Redeemer, and the 


bleſſed hope of everlaſting life, which awaits us, and which by the 
purchaſe of Chriſt's blood being ſhed for us, we ſhall ſhortly be put 


in poſſeſſion of, is matter of great rejoicing to think that when this 
earthly houſe of our tabernacle is diſtolved, we have a building of 
God, a houfe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens: There 
fore my loving ſiſter, as I make bold to call you, continue ye in my 
love, as Chriſt exhorts his diſciples, and run with patience the race 


that is ſet before you, looking unto Jeſus, who for the j Joy. that was, 


ſet before him endured the crols, defpiſed the ſhame, and is ſet 
down on the right hand of the Majeſty on high. Set your affecti- 
ons on things above, for on the earth is no laſting, no real abiding _ 
ſatisfaction; for man is born unto trouble as the ſparks fly upward, 7 
aàãs the holy ſcriptures do declare, and our experience confirms, as 
the holy apoſtle adviſes us, Wherefore comfort one another with diele 


words; 15 would I comfort myſelf and others, that our light afflicti- 


= ons, which are but momentary, ſhall work for us a far more exceed- 


ing and eternal weight of glory, ſo comforting the expreſſion, that 
one would hardly think our ſuffering in this life worth our notice; 


the exalted happineſs it brings to our mind, is far above all tem- 
poral ſelicity, whilſt we look not at things temporal but at things 
etcrnal, to think of ſhortly being welcomed into the everlaſting king- 
dom of light, and love, and glory, with Come ye bleſled children 
of my Father into the joy of your Lord. And now, honoured Ma- 
dam, may the Almighty, who has the keeping of all hearts in his 
hand. keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who at his glorious appearance ſhall change 


our vile bodies, and to faſhion them like unto his glorious body, 
| according 


10 


according to the mighty working whereby he is able to ſubdue all 
things unto himſelf, Pray acquaint my fon and daughter, and 
daughter Martha that we are all in a very good ſtate of health at pre- 
ſent, hoping theſe few lines will find you in the ſame. I rejoice to 
hear of your betting well inclined, and I intreat you to preſs forward 
for the prize of your high calling of God in Chriſt. I hope by 
this reacheth you my daughter Elizabeth is ſafely delivered. I hope my 
daughter Suſannah is very well in health, and I would be very glad 
to hear from them. So no more at preſent, but our love to you 
all; and my bleſhng to my children, 
From your friend. and well-wiſher till death, es 
= MARTHA. HOULBROOK, | 
: Tueſday 11 0 clock. 4 
P. 8. Pray do me the favour of ſending me a line from you at all f 
opportunities 
= For 
The Honourable Lady Wilbrifamman, 
At Mrs. Elizabeth Friths, at Crowton. 
In Cheſhire, 
near Middlewich. , 
| 7 With Care. 


No. 8. 


| Hotiourable Lady, | 
"OUR favour of the 11th Inft. came ſafe to TOY and am ſorty 
any thing I ſhould write to you ſhould affront you in the leaſt; 
I 4 not remember writing any thing touching your conduct but 
what was good, nor could any one lay any thing upon that account 
whilſt you was here, if they did you jultice. As to my writing to 
Mr. Frith, your Ladyſhip might ſee the reaſon, becauſe the letter 
Was returned, therefore I thought to incloſe it would be the ſafeſt 
method. I return you thanks for the thought and great concern 
you ſhew to me and my family in general. I do aſſure your Lady- 
ſhip it gave me not a little concern to hear the reflections people 
gave out againſt you: But it raiſes my ſpirits when I may hope to 


have the pleaſure of ſeeing your ladyſhip in Brough again ſo ſoon as 
you 


(14) 


ou are pleaſed to mention, when I hope y ou'll ſhew them that you 
are a different perſon from what they ge repreſented you. Your 


: 0  Ladyſhiy is pleaſed to mention your having received a letter from 


Lord Albemarle upon fon Millbourne's account: Pray 1s there any 
hopes of his being raiſed to a lieutenancy, and what is his Lordſhip 


pleaſed to ſay in his letter? I ſhould be glad of a copy of it; and 
ZAR N you could return Mr. Barlow's if you have it, I would ſhew it to 
| pk a friend of mine. Pray dear Lady is Mr. Irwin dead, or has he 
cClanged his mind: I have been uneaſy ſince you wrote you had 


loft him. I think we mentioned ſomething about your birth-day 
when you was at Brough ; pray when 1s it? that we may remember 
you, though abſent. My wife longs to ſee your Ladyſhip, and is 
in great ſpirits to think of having you once more at Brough; and 


if you ſucceed for Mr. Milbourne, I hope that favour will at -all 


times be moſt gratefully acknowledged by both your humble Servant, 


ROBERT HUDSON, 
And all * Family. 


1 ou — 888 when you heard from him. | 


5 N. B. Ag ſoon as you have any anſwer "IR Tn Albemarle . 
ſhould be glad to hear from you; and heartily wiſh you a good 
Journey to London, and that you may find all well there. My 
daughter Nancy has been with captain Hughgouin's lady a fortnight N 
at Bernard-Caſtle: But 1 will ſend her yours this day. 


To 
The Right Honourable Viſcounteſs 
Lady Wilbrihaman, | 
To the care of Mr. Richard Frith, Junior, 
RS Crowton, 


Theſe. 


Brough, q I hope your pappa was well 


15 


| ©: Yi 
1 Lady, Crowton, "May, 1, 1766. 
| Hope I ſhall ſtand excuſed for the liberty I now take of preſenting 
the following lines to your Ladyſhip, as they are the product of 
a a truly ſincere and reſpectful heart towards you. I heartily, wifh 


you a ſpeedy and happy fight of that pious, that worthy gentleman, 


* Eqr. Irving, and if ever it be his happy happy lot to be your huſband, 
may he (like you) make it his ſtudy to do always that which is righ- 


teous in the ſight of God, and then truly you will enjoy all the hap- | 
pineſs this world can afford you; which that you may, 1s the hearty 


deſire of wb ant Ladyſhip's „ „ 
„ MON en 
and moſt humble Servant, 


RICHARD FRITH. ran 


55 Rejoice ye charming nymphs, ye fellow- ſwains, 

Rejoice ye birds, advance your ſweeteſt rains, 
Rejoice ye nobles all without control, 

This is the birth- day of the ſweeteſt ſoul, 88 

This is the birth- day of th' moſt charming fair 

That ever breath'd in nature's common air. 
Rejoice! ye charming choriſters advance your voice; 

ERejoice! Rejoice! again I ſay, Rejoice! | 
Now you re arriv'd at th' age of twenty-one, 

No virtuous conduct need you, but your own : 
Virtue with ey'ry mental grace your God has given, 
Which is ſufficient t' guard you ſafe to heaven; 

Therefore let us with one united prayer 
| Solicit heaven for your continuance here: 

That many happy birth-days you may ſee 
Of yours, and all your proſp'rous progeny. 

I his is the happy day, therefore Rejoice! 

Rejoice! Rejoice! again I ſay Rejoice: ? 


Farther 


wb 2 es, i. —— — — actt 
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r *arther Accounts. of Lady Wilbrihammon, &c. Kr, 


P ON my arrival in London, 1 RY wrote to Mr.. 
Jackſon, and received the following 1 


SIR, 
I was ſorry I,was. from home why your Tetice - of. laſt vials 


came to my houſe.----Such a young woman as you. deſcribe did 
come to me laſt winter, pretending to be a daughter of Lord Moly- 
_neaux.---I ſuſpected- her of being a cheat---and ſhe proved to be a 


moſt notorious one.---In countenance and perſon ſhe exactly anſwers 


3 your acccount; and if it is the ſame perſon, ihe has a ſpeck upon 


one eye. I have heard of her ſince her coming to me, by. woman 8 


5 gentleman, to whom ſhe appeared as Miſs w Abraham 9 


1 am., Sir., 511 
„ Yor moſt; humble Servant, 21 2 07 1 
Ds e ern RT Ig > O15 JACKSON” 
N. avy-Office, „ 4 1 | 
19th June; 1966. Te: 
To. 


John. Hepitt, Rik” 22218 2 
1 0 1 Blue Boar and George, 
„ 5 ans Holbourn. 


** 


Deſirous of having as hiſtory. from Mr. Ralo, 1 waited upon 


him, from whom I received the following ACCOMnL.. 


That in the preceding winter, ſome little time Indore: dinner, a 


hackney coachman drove into the court, and to the door of Mr. 


Jackſon's houſe: The driver alighted, and after oy had very furiouſly 


| knocked at the door, a ſervant came out. The coachman told. him, 


a Lady in the coach deſired to ſpeak to Mr. Jackie The ſervant 
replied, his maſter was out; upon hearing of which her Ladyſhip de- 


lired to * if Mrs. Jackſon was within : : Being anſwered in the ne- 
gative, 


and "I" ** —— 


( 7 ) 


eative, ſhe ordered the coachman to tell the ſervant ſhe was ill, and 
beg the favour ſhe might be permitted to alight for a minute or two; 
which being told to Mrs. Jackſon, ſhe was admitted into the houſe. 
Putting on a ſorroyyful countenance, with feigned ſighs, &c. affecting 
illneſs, and pretending to be in a weak ſtate, deſired permiſſion to 
it down; which being permitted to do, ſhe addreſſeth herſelf to 
Mrs. "Jackſon, that ſhe was the Honourable Miſs Mollineux, a 
daughter of Lord Mollineux, and a near relation to Lord Derby; 
1 a captain Jackſon of the India Company, whe was, as ſhe was 
informed, a relation of Mr. Jackſon's, was a particular friend of her' 
late mama's; that ſhe wanted to ſee the captain, ſhe being then in 
a diſtreſsful ate from the ill treatment of her papa, who "had obli- 
ged her to leave him privately upon the account of religion, &c. and: 
that if ſhe could but fee the captain, ſhe knew he would be a great 
friend to her for her mama's ſake. Mr. Jackſon coming in with» 
company, being informed that a Miſs Mollineux, daughter of Lord 
Mollineux, was in the houſe, he immediately went to Tee her, and 
heard her melancholy account; he deſired to be excuſed for a 
fe minutes, and he would wait upon her again, having ſome buſi- 
neſs upon hand with his friends he-had brought with him; and that 
he would ſend a ſervant to look up the captain, who was a friend of 
his. Upon dinner being ready, he or Mrs. Jackſon defired her by 
the name of Mollineux to dine with the company; but her Honor 
treplied, that her ſorrows were ſo great, that ſo much company would 
be too much for her ſpirits; upon which Mr. Jackſon called for Miſs 
Jackſon his daughter, to bear her company until dinner was over, 
and dine with her (the Lady) by themſelves. Mr. Jackſon as ſoon as 
at liberty attended her Ladyſhip, and the meſſenger returning with- 
out finding the capt. ſhe was aſked to drink tea; and Miſs Jackſon, at 
her papa's requeſt, ſat down to her harpſichord to entertain Miſs 
Mollineux with ſome pieces of muſick; when her Impudence ſays 
to Mrs. Jackſon, © I ſuppoſe, madam, Miſs can ſing too.“ Miſs 
Jackſon being requeſted, with her mamas, Kc. leave, entertained - 
Miſs Mollineux with a fong or two. Her Ladyſhip finding herſelf 3 


ſecure and lucky in the plan ſhe had farmed. in her mind, by the 
3 1 captains 
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captain's not being to be found, began ſe emingly to recover her 
ſpirits; and ſays to Mrs. Jackſon, that notwithſtanding the then dif- 
ficulties ſhe was in, ſhe had no doubt of overgetting all her ſorrows, 
and being a great Lady; for her mama faid ſhe was born with a 
mark of greatneſs upon her: Mrs. Jackſon aſking what mark that 
was, ſhe anſwered an Imperial Crown upon her belly; whether 
ſhe ſhewed it or not, I do not recolleQ; neither can I tell what ſhe 
obtained from the family: But getting late in the evening, and ſhe 
taking no notice of her intentions to leave, Mrs. Jackſon informed 
her it was not likely the captain would come at ſo late an hour, and 
that they had no room to lodge her; which obliged Miſs Mollineux 
to take leave ſooner than tended, her deſigned plan was in a great 
meaſure diſconcerted, and ſhe decamped without her errand.” 
This was the gentleman's account to whom. ſhe directed me for 2” 
character. 


* A 0 = 


Upon inquiring aſter her Ladyſhip' J -proteadings on her flight from 
Coventry, I found ſhe had ſteered her courſe for Banbury ; ; had tak- 
en-in by her uſual art a very humane gentleman, a Mr. C. for about 
ten guineas, and then proceeded to London. Her numerous frauds 


in and about the Capital, I had not leiſure to collect: But in the 


following year J received a letter from the Mayor of St. Albans, and 
and an account of her being in the bridewell of that borough. The 5 
account given me of her adventures chere, are, as nearly as I can 
recollect, as followeth. ET 0 
In the month of july 1767, ſhe came in the duſk of the even- 
ing, attended by a perſon in livery, whom' ſhe called her ſecond 

coachman, to the houſe of Lord Spencer. His Lordſhip being ab- 
ſent, ſhe addreſſed herſelf to the ſteward, as being particularly ac- 
quainted with his Lordſhip; that ſhe was Lady Wilmington, and 

Counteſs of Normandy; that ſhe had met with the misfortune of 
having her carriage broke down on the road to St. Albans; that 
ſhe had left her broken carriage on the road with one of her atten- 

dants, and the other ſhe had brought with her; that ſhe was much 
Ulappoinied at his Lordſhip being from home, being an intimate 
| acquaintance Zo 
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acquaintance of her papa and mama's. The ſleward heard her tie 
with all attention, and believing it true, requeſſe d her Ladyſhip t. 5 
take a bed, and provided a an elegant ſupper. ---The non-appearanct g 
of her equipage, her ſtory getting into the town, the inhabitants 
having rendered themſelves ridiculous by former credulity,* 1 ſpeedy ; 
enquiry was made after the broken carriage; and more ſubllantial 
evidence was required of her Ladylhip being” the real perſon of | 
quality, and agreeable to the title ſhe aſſumed, which ſhe upon a. 
minute examination was found wanting in. The non-appearance . 
of her Ladyſhip's retinue on the road, He broken carriage and bag 
gage, begat ſtrong ſuſpicions: And after waiting a reaſonable Time. 
for her to produce the indiſputable evidence wanted, ſhe was con- 
victed, and committed by the Right Worſhipſul the Mayor to the 
, houſe of correction. as a Vagrant and Impollreſs, 


That the curious reader may have every circumſtance relating 
to Lady Wilbrihammon, &c. that hath come to my knowledge, 
ſhall give them that fatisfation.-----She was a menial ſervant in the 
kitchen of George-Lewis Scott, Elg: after her Adventure at St. 
Alban's, and other places, was tranſported to America, where ſhe ; 
impoſed on the credulous, and pretended to be allied to the Royal 
Family, calling herſelf the Princeſs Louiſa, producing ſome valua- 
bles. as Jewels, hyppoſed to be taken from one ol the royal palaccs. 


2 EY the wonth of Ap 2738. two bakers 725 St. Alban, going with Bread to 
Coney, ſaw a poor miſerable girl. half naked, lying on the fide of a ditch, and hear- 
ing her groans, they went up to her; ſhe appeared to be ſo very weak that they led 
and ſupported her to an alehouſe near the turnpike, where they left her to the care of 
the publican's wife, She ſeeing her in a dangerous condition, being almoſt ſtarved 
and emaciated, ſent for a Mr. Humphries, a very able Apothecary and Surgeon in the” 
town, who by proper cordials gave her relief. She was then put to bed, and great care 
was taken of her for ſome time, when her ſtrength began to return, and the was very .. 
vitbly amended i in her health. 1 

In the mean time her ſtory became publickly 13 in the town, * the moſt 5 
conſiderable people of the place went to ſee her. — The girl, who had the moſt perfect? 
innocence in her face, and was about 19 years of age, behaved with the utmoſt de- 
cency, and became the general object of compatiion: and as the grew beker was invited 

| 0 
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to the houſes of the principal people of the town to tell her tory, which was heard 
with the utmoſt attention and amazement. | 

The account ſhe gave of herſelf is as followeth — her name was Mar 
Ramſay, born in Hull, her father a very eminent ſurgeon and man-midwife, lately 


dead, who had left her to the care of his brother, with a fortune of ſeven thouſand 
pounds ; that ſhe had lived with her uncle in a manner becoming her circumſlances, 


and about a month before that time her uncle had fignified to her his intentions of 
ſending her up to London for education, and accordingly gave her a letter to a gentle- 
woman (whoſe name ſhe had forgot) who kept a ſchool, with whom ſhe was to board 

and lodge, and by whom ſhe was to be inſtruQed in the ſeveral accompliſhments ne- 


cellary to the formation of a young lady of faſhion ;' that he obliged her to travel in 
the common waggon; that ſhe was dreſſed in a riding habit and jockey cap, and went 
therein with other company as far as Stamford, where, ſtopping to dine, ſhe accidently 
dropped the above-mentioned letter in the inn yard, which being found by a perſon 


who allo was a paſſenger with her, and to whom ſhe had related her Rory, ſhe was 
by him perſuaded to open the letter, which ſhe did, and ſound that directed to the 
ſchool- miſtreſs to be only the caſe and cover to another letter, directed to captain 
—— — (ſhe could not recollect his name, but was ſure he was a ſea captain); the 


contents of which leiter was to this effect: 


12% Sir, 


ce The perſon who bow you this... is the young woman I told you 6 1 7 


© ledge the receipt of half the Money agreed on, and expect the remainder as ſoon ay 
1 convenient. | 


This, ſhe continued, was Ggned by her uncle; that the Perſed hereupon S len 


her to return to Hull and expoſe her uncle, which ſhe promiſed to do, but dreading 


to ſee a man who was capable of ſuch projects, ſhe took a reſolution. to elope from the 


 waggoner, whom ſhe now looked upon as a confederate with her uncle, and to travel 


on foot to London, where ſhe ſaid ſhe had a ſiſter, married to a man of great fortune 
in the county of Suffolk, and a barriſter at law; that accordingly ſhe gave the wag- 
goner the lip, and began her journey through bye ways and lanes; that after a day 


or two, her money being all gone, ſhe {old her jockey cap to an old woman, and af- 
| terwards parted with her riding habit, in exchange for an old gown and ſome trifle 
of money, which enabled her to reach London, where not being able to find her ſiſter 
| Cooke, ſhe reſolved to return. to Hull. She accordingly ſet out without a farthing 


of money, or even one neceſſary for ſo long .a journey ; when after two days, being 


weary, and in want of the common upper of nature, {he was found i in the condition 


delcribed above. | 
This ftory, wild and extravagant as it was, gained an ee . 
fon and pity took root 1n vey heart; and pus Mils n, was che rie of every 
one s converlation. 
he Mayor of the town, a very humane and good man, was 40 mowed at this me- 
lancholy tale, that he recommended her to his wife's protetion; who introducing her 
to other ladies, a ſubſcription was ſet on foot to cloath the young, lady, and fend her 


home ſuitable to her rank, She was now put into better garb, and lived at the Mayor's 


houſe: 


8 Res, 


houſe : Happy was the family who could entertain Miſs Ramſay, and hear her ſtory, 
which ſhe told fo very well, ſo glibly, and with ſuch amazing facility, ſhedding 
tears at the moſt affecting parts of it, and never varying in the leaſt circumſtance, 
that not a foul doubted of the reality of the relation. 

At this time a gentleman, an inhabitant of the town, who had been abſent ſom— 
time, returned from Loudon, and being informed of this extraordinary young lady, 
ſuſpected the ſtory, and declared his opinion publickly; but in return met with that 
_ contempt too frequently attending endeavours to {tem the torrent of infatuation, and to 

bring men back to the uſe of their right reaſon. 

All argued with Mr. Mayor, Mr. Alderman ———, Mr. Alderman — ——,*c:; 
but to no purpole: She was ſo young, ſo innocent, ſhe could not frame luch a flory. 
herſelf—it was impoſſible !—ſo really good, ſo truly pious, her ſtory mult be true-— 
they would have it true—and therefore it was true. 

Miſs Ramſay was now eiu the zenith of her happineſs, when this very fingular g. gen— 
tleman recollecting that he had an acquaintance in Hull, a man of probity and ho- 
nour, wrote to him, informing him of the particulars, and dcliring him to make all 
due enquiry, and acquaint him with what he ſhould learn concerning Miſs Ramlay, 
her father, uncle, aud family. 

The anſwer received was'to this effed: That a ſurgeon of the name of Ramſay had 
formerly lived in the neighbourhood of Hull, who was very poor all his life-time, aud 
who was confined for debt in the caſtle of Lincoln, and died there about ten years 
| before: Thar he had two daughters, abandoned wretches, and common prollitates, 
who itrolled about the country under various and fallacious preterices : : That upon 
the ſtricteſt enquiry, he could not find Ramſay had a brother; and that if the peop we 

of St, Albans would paſs her to Hull, ſhe would there meet with her deſerts. 
This letter was read to the gentlemen of the town, and to the girl herſelf, who ſaid 
: ſhe knew the gentleman who wrote it very well, and that he was a particular lriend 
of her uncle's, and an aſſociate in che trepanning ſcheme before- mentioned. - 
This was ſafficient for her friends; they all agreed it was ſo; it was to no purpoſe 
to talk to them; they were convinced of the poor dear girl's ianocence, and the in- 
juſtice done to her; and they reſolved to protect her. 5 

The Mayor however was adviſed himſelf to write to Hull for greater certainty : „He 
accordingly addreſſed himſelf to two gentlemen there, who confirmed the account 
before received. He was then convinced of his error, read the two letters to the girl, 
and ad moniſhed her to confeſs the truth: She became ſullen, and would make no 
reply, upon which the Mayor comnutted her to the bridewell of the town: There, with- 
out friends to encourage her wickedneſs, and ſupport her falſhood ; without con! de- 
rates to countenance her guilt; ſhe confeſſed the whole to be falle, from the beginning 


to the end. She was e 9 and * away to Hull. 
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l The Contents of Page 9, were intended by the Editor to | avs preceded 
Letter No. 5 | 
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